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rooted in the national life of the world might very
likely collapse. Rising, then, above the actual ques-
tions of the present, he addressed himself to what was,
for him, the foundation of the future, the essential
condition of peace; the education of the younger
generation in the new ideals of humanity.

Once more that mighty voice burst forth from the

straining chest and hammered home the sentences

with all the solemnity of a testament and a farewell.

A few days before, Briand had spoken from the same

tribune of the crime of corrupting youth by training it

for war.    But Stresemann saw that the causes of the

trouble lay much deeper, and indeed at the very

foundations of the spiritual structure of the world.

He spoke of the failure of ideals, in an attempt to appeal

to the spirit of self-sacrifice.    " We may be certain,

and we should be glad, that heroism, the renunciation

of life for a great ideal, will never die out among the

nations.    But I think it well to remind those who live

on the memories of the youthful heroisms of the past,

that the technical wars of the future will, apart from

anything else, give little scope for personal heroism.

But I fancy that the victories of mankind over nature

will offer ample opportunities for heroism and even for

the sacrifice of life for great ideals, and that it is in this

vast sphere of activity, in which the eternal riddle of

the relation of mankind to the universe may be brought

a little nearer a solution, that the greatest services to

humanity will be rendered/*

The godlessness of the youth of to-day, the vacuity
of life without great dominant ideals, and the conse-
quent resort to ideals that are no longer valid for our
age, the feverish attempt to adapt stale symbols of